
�  of �1 5

POLS 189 - Contemporary Political Theory
University of California, Santa Barbara 

Fall 2017

Ideology, Power, and Truth
Contact Information

Instructor: Caleb R. Miller Email: Caleb.R.Miller@gmail.com

Course Time: MW 2-3:15pm Office Hours: Wed, 11-2pm

Course Location: NH 1111 Office Location: Ellison 2813

Course Description

What does it mean to have an ideology or to engage in ideological thinking? Is it to hold 
a mistaken view of the world? Does it imply being tricked or taken advantage of? Or 
does it connote having a shallow understanding of things, brought on by a lack of 
education or unwillingness to think critically? Or does it simply mean acting upon a set 
of beliefs? Is ideology at odds with the ‘rational’, or is rationality simply just another 
ideology? Is it ever possible to escape ideology? What is the connection between 
ideology and power? Can power operate through ideology? Is ideology an effect of 
power or power an effect of ideology? How does an awareness of ideology influence 
our understanding of truth? Is there still an access to truth in an ideological context? 
What would it mean to be deprived of truth?  

Through a careful examination of several contemporary works of political theory and 
philosophy that consider these sorts of questions, this course will investigate competing 
interpretations of ideology as a concept, all the while paying special attention to its 
relationship with power and truth. Roughly, the course is divided into three parts: the 
first attempts to formulate the problem of ideology, specifically by drawing up on Marx, 
Mannheim, Althusser, and Zizek to contrast the experience of false consciousness with 
that of “total ideology”; the second explores the role of rationalization in contemporary 
society, both as a form of ideological thinking (Habermas) and as a set of normalizing 
practices through which power is exercised (Foucault); and the third examines the 
possibility of truth (and/or meaning) in a rationalized society, paying special attention to 
the works of Kierkegaard, Debord, Jameson, and Badiou.

Students should expect heavy reading loads throughout the term, sometimes bordering 
on 60-70 pages. As always, students are also encouraged to read actively, underlining/
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highlighting the text, writing marginal notes, and keeping a separate set of reading 
notes. To succeed, students must attend all lectures and sections.

Additionally, students are asked to download the free Socrative Student app for their 
laptop, tablet, or phone for use in class. This software allows students to easily 
complete quizzes posed at the start of class and will be used for attendance purposes. 
If students are unable to use this app, paper copies of the quiz will be made available.

Course Objectives

• Critically engage with contemporary works of political theory and philosophy
• Cogently discuss the arguments and ideas appropriate to these works
• Write tightly argued, coherent, well-supported essays that places different thinkers in 

conversation with one another

Required Texts

• Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels - The German Ideology (International Publishers) 
• Max Weber - The Vocation Lectures (Hackett)
• Steven Seidman - Jurgen Habermas on Society and Politics (Beacon Press) 
• Michel Foucault - Discipline and Punish (Vintage)
• Soren Kierkegaard - The Present Age (Harper Perennial)
• Guy Debord - The Society of the Spectacle (Zone Books or Bureau of Public Secrets) 
• Alain Badiou - Ethics: An Essay on the Understanding of Evil (Verso) 

All other readings will made available on Gauchospace.  

Assignments and Grading

20% In-Class Quizzes

5% Reading Questions

20% Paper 1

25% Paper 2

30% Paper 3

In-Class Quizzes: At the beginning of each lecture, students will be given a few minutes 
to respond to a series of multiple choice questions related to the day's reading using the 
Socrative app. Students with excused absences may make up missed quizzes within 
one week during office hours; students with unexcused absences will receive a zero on 
that day's quiz. At the end of the quarter, the quiz scores will be curved according to the 
highest scoring student. 
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Reading Questions: Three times over the course of the term, students will be asked to 
submit one technical (i.e., what does the thinker mean by X?) and one discussion 
question (i.e., what do we think about the thinker’s argument or idea?) To the 
Gauchospace page. This schedule will be determined the first day of class. 

Papers: Three 4 page (maximum) double-spaced papers, 1" margins, addressing 
concepts relevant to the course. These papers will be used to assess the students' 
ability to make strong, concise, conceptual arguments through reference to the text. 
Paper topics will be made available roughly one and a half weeks in advance of due 
date. Chicago style citations (as endnotes), title page, and works cited page are 
required. Papers will be graded according to a rubric found on the course Gauchospace 
page; students are asked to attach a rubric to each paper they turn in.

Additionally, students are strongly encouraged to meet with a writing lab fellow prior to 
turning in their first papers. Appointments can be made through the MyCLAS system or 
at the CLAS office, SRB 3210.

Finally, plagiarism is a serious offense and will be treated as such. If any students are 
caught plagiarizing, the case will be turned over to the Office of Judicial Affairs. Any 
student unclear about what may constitute plagiarism can turn to the Student's Guide to 
Academic Integrity on the Judicial Affairs website.

Course Schedule

Week 1
• Monday, October 2nd - Introduction
• Wednesday, October 4th - Marx, The German Ideology, 39-57; "Theses on Feuerbach"

Week 2
• Monday, October 9th - Marx, The German Ideology, 57-95
• Wednesday, October 11th - Mannheim, Ideology and Utopia, 55-108

Week 3
• Monday, October 16th - Althusser, "Ideology and Ideological State Apparatus" 
• Wednesday, October 18th - Zizek - “How Did Marx invent the Symptom?”; Kafka, “Before the 

Law”

Week 4
• Monday, October 23rd - Carpenter, They Live; Zizek, “Denial: The Liberal Utopia”
• Wednesday, October 25th - Weber, “Science as Vocation”; “Asceticism and the Spirit of 

Capitalism” FIRST PAPER DUE IN CLASS

Week 5
• Monday, October 30th - Habermas, “Dogmatism, Reason, and Decision: On Theory and 

Practice in a Scientific Civilization”; “Technology and Science as Ideology”
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• Wednesday, November 1st - Habermas, “The Public Sphere”; “The Concept of the Lifeworld”; 
“Social Action and Rationality”

Week 6
• Monday, November 6th - Habermas, “The Uncoupling of System and Lifeworld”
• Wednesday, November 8th - Foucault, “The Right of Death and the Power over Life”; 

“Governmentality”

Week 7
• Monday, November 13th - Foucault, Discipline and Punish, "Panopticism"; “About the 

Concept of the ‘Dangerous Individual’ in 19th century Legal Psychiatry”
• Wednesday, November 15th - Foucault, Discipline and Punish, "Docile Bodies," "The correct 

means of training"; Kafka, “In the Penal Colony”

Week 8
• Foucault, “Nietzsche, Genealogy, History,”; “The Ethics of the Concern of the Self as a 

Practice of Freedom” SECOND PAPER DUE IN CLASS
• Wednesday, November 22nd - NO CLASS

Week 9
• Monday, November 27th - Kierkegaard - The Present Age
• Wednesday, November 29th - Debord, The Society of the Spectacle, Ch. I-IV, VI, VIII-IX

Week 10
• Monday, December 4th - Jameson, “The Cultural Logic of Late Capitalism”
• Wednesday, December 6th - Badiou, Ethics, 1-3, 30-91 

Week 11
• Monday, December 11th - THIRD PAPER DUE AT 4pm TO PROF. MAILBOX

Other Services

Campus Learning Assistance Service (CLAS): helps students increase their mastery of 
course material through course-specific tutoring and academic skills development, 
including a Writing Lab. Visit their website: www.clas.ucsb.edu. Sign up for services at 
their website or main office, Student Resource Building, Room 3210, Monday- Friday 
9am to 5 pm. 805.893.3269 
 
Counseling & Career Services: offers counseling for personal & career concerns, self-
help information and connections to off-campus mental health resources. 805.893.4411 
 
Student Health Social Services: provides a range of services to help students identify 
and overcome obstacles to academic performance stemming from financial, medical, 
emotional, social, or family situations. 805.893.3380 

Disabled Students Program (DSP): provides academic support services to eligible 
students with temporary and permanent disabilities. Please inform the professor if you 
require special classroom accommodations due to a disability. You must register with 
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DSP prior to receiving these accommodations, and you must re-register each quarter. 
805.893.2668


